Are Your Tuition Dollars or University Endowment 
Supporting Burma’s Military Regime?

Student Guide to Passing Student Government Resolutions on Burma

Students and Buddhist monks lead the struggle for human rights and democracy in the Southeast Asian country of Burma, and many students are imprisoned for their belief in human rights.  They deserve support from people like us in their struggle for freedom.  In the United States, the U.S. Campaign for Burma (USCB) has about 150 active student chapters.

Burma’s military regime is one of the most brutal in the world.  Among other abuses, it has:

· Carried out an ethnic cleansing on civilians in eastern Burma that has resulted in the destruction of 3,200 ethnic minority villages.  To put this in global context, that is twice as many villages as have been destroyed in Darfur

· Recruited far more child soldiers than any other country in the world

· Forced millions of innocent civilians to flee their homes as refugees, the largest population flow in Asia 

· Locked up Aung San Suu Kyi, the world’s only imprisoned Nobel Peace Prize recipient and the rightful leader of Burma.  Additionally, the regime has locked up 2,000 other political prisoners

· Used rape as a systematic weapon of war against ethnic minority women

· Used torture and severely mistreated political prisoners, ethnic minority villagers, and student human rights activists.  Methods include water torture, electrocution, severe beatings, “iron bar” treatment, and stabbing with sharp objects

· Attacked innocent Buddhist monks over the past 10 years, especially during the autumn 2007 “Saffron Revolution”

The purpose of this guide is to help USCB student chapters successfully enact Burma selective purchasing resolutions by their student governments and university board of trustees.  

What is a Selective Purchasing and Investment Resolution?
There are two parts to this question, but they both do the same thing: ensure that your University isn’t supporting Burma’s dictatorship.  A selective purchasing and investment resolution is a resolution adopted by your University that will make it so the school will 1) Not purchase goods from companies that do business in Burma, and 2) If your school invests in companies in Burma, they will use their shares in those companies to encourage the companies to end their business in Burma.  

To further explain the second point: most schools receive donations and/or put a part of your tuition into your University “endowment”.  This endowment is a fund that is then invested in companies and mutual funds throughout the world.  The profits and interest earned from these investments is used by the school for buildings, scholarships, and other University needs.  Every shareholder (such as your University endowment) that invests in a company has the right to ask these companies to take particular actions.  We want you to ask your University to ensure that it uses its influence as shareholders in companies to ask those companies to stop doing business that benefits Burma’s military regime.
The Importance of Selective Purchasing and Investment Resolutions

Corporations provide key financial and political support for the Burmese military junta. Oil companies, such as Chevron (Texaco) and Total, have paid the junta millions of dollars in revenues.

Consumer boycotts of companies have forced many companies to withdraw from Burma.  Yet, many companies remain, and your University may purchase from or invest in these companies. You can help to make them stop!
The Importance of Campaign Publicity

Burma selective purchasing policies do much more than deny companies potentially lucrative contracts.  Through the course of waging a public campaign to enact such a policy, students can also: 

· educate the entire campus about Burma 

· highlight the corporations that underwrite the military junta

· generate stories on Burma in student, local, and even national media

· attract student, faculty, and administration supporters

· build the basis of a USCB chapter that could take on other actions, such as lobbying the U.S. Congress, visiting Burmese democracy groups on the Thai-Burma border for an “alternative spring break”, or helping us send Burma’s regime to the International Criminal Court

Step 1: Research

Learn How Your University Operates 

· Research the student government and university administration by talking to student leaders and reporters, professors, and staff.  

· Find out who handles your University’s investments

· Understand the procedures to enact resolutions by the student government, faculty council, and board of trustees.  

· Learn about the background and opinions of the members on these bodies 

Understand Your University Community

· Research the university media (papers, blogs, etc.) to find interested reporters and sympathetic columnists and bloggers

· Reach out to potential allies amongst student groups, such as Amnesty International, other human rights groups, and religious and political groups

Know the Target Companies

When you start this effort, many people will ask you which companies are doing business in Burma.  You can find the list on our website 

Step 2: Gather Support

Events and Petitions

Show your University that students at the campus greatly support this measure and an easy way to do it is to gather signatures.  Show that students do not want their tuition dollars going to fund a corrupt military regime. Raise awareness of Burma through videos, speakers, and teach-ins.  Use the events to circulate actions and sign up supporters

Student Newspaper 

Write op-eds and articles to place in your student papers.  Try to interest the student press and bloggers in every petition, letter, or meeting you organize.  Don’t limit yourself to contacting reporters.  Write letters and opinion pieces for the student papers to put across your message directly.
Faculty, Staff, etc. 

It is also helpful to get key faculty and staff support as well. Reach out to your favorite professors and try and get them to write a letter of support. Educate key decision makers (student senators, faculty council members, alumni, administrators)

Step 3: Meeting with the University

Set up a meeting with those at your University and who handle the investments and the purchases. Present the petition, news articles, and any other displays of student support. 

Here’s where it might get hard, some Universities will listen and follow through with demands, and some will not. If this meeting doesn’t work you will have to push harder for resolutions first at the student government level as well as getting more support from faculty and staff. 
At this point, please contact US Campaign for Burma at info@uscampaignforburma.org   We will help guide you through the process, and we are here to be a resource for you! 

DRAFT RESOLUTION FOR YOUR STUDENT ASSEMBLY/GOVERNMENT
Title: Ensuring (Insert name of student government body) 

Doesn’t Support Dictatorship and the Repression of Students in Burma

This Student Government Notes:

1.
That the Burmese military dictatorship is one of the world’s most repressive regimes, and since September 18, 1988 has engaged in murder, torture, forcible relocation, forced labor and slavery, 

2.
That the Burmese military regime annulled the 1990 Burmese elections, in which the National League for Democracy led by Nobel Peace Prize recipient Aung San Suu Kyi, won over 80% of the seats, and has killed, imprisoned or exiled many of those elected.

3.
That, following large-scale peaceful demonstrations by Burmese monks and their supporters in September 2007, the Burmese military regime has engaged in widespread beating and killing of the Buddhist monks and their supporters.

4.
That the rightful elected leaders of the people of Burma, the National League for Democracy and Aung San Suu Kyi, have called for economic sanctions to be imposed by the international community on the Burmese military junta.

5.
That, since the Burmese military regime dominates all sectors of the economy, it is impossible to do business in Burma without providing the regime with economic support and becoming directly or indirectly complicit in the regime’s grave violations of human rights and suppression of democracy.

This Student Government Further Notes:

1.
That the regime has destroyed more than 3200 villages in Eastern Burma in the last ten years – twice as many villages as have been destroyed in Darfur, Sudan

2.
That the International Labour Organisation (ILO) and the U.S. Department of Labor have reported the extensive use of modern-day slave labor in Burma 

3.
That the regime killed thousands of non-violent students, Buddhist monks, and other human rights activists 

This Student Government Believes:

1.
That neither the (insert name of student government body) nor the (insert name of college or university) should be complicit with the Burmese regime, its suppression of democracy, and its egregious abuses of human rights. 

2.
That students should make themselves aware of how their tuition dollars may be supporting the Burmese regime.

3.
That the (insert name of student government body) and (insert name of college or university) should demonstrate strong and vigorous support for the nonviolent Burmese democracy movement. 

Therefore, This Student Government Resolves That:

1.
The (insert name of student government body) shall not, wherever possible, purchase goods or services from companies that have business operations, investments, or employees in Burma. 

2.
To educate the student body about the situation in Burma, by requesting that the (insert name of college or university) library subscribe to Riskmetrics, KLD Analytics, and IW Financial reports on business in Burma, and by directing the (insert name of student government body) executive committee to support student groups that support the Burmese democracy movement. 

3.
To direct the Student President to write to the US Secretary of State, the Speaker of the House, and the Majority Leader of the US Senate informing them of the passage of this resolution and its content. 

This Student Government Further Resolves That

The Student Government shall call upon the (insert name of college or university) Faculty Council to enact a similar resolution.

The Student Government further shall call upon the (insert name of college or university) Board of Trustees:
1.
To ensure that, on all purchase orders, (insert name of college or university) shall require that suppliers state whether they have business operations, investments or employees in Burma. 

2.
To use sources such as Riskmetrics, KLD Analytics, IW Financial, the Burma Campaign UK "Dirty List" of companies doing business in Burma, and the International Trade Union Confederation (ITUC) list of companies doing business in Burma, in order to determine which suppliers are doing business in Burma.

3.
To remove funds from any bank or financial institution that has any business operations, investments or employees in Burma. 

4.
To purchase no goods or services from companies that have business operations, investments or employees in Burma, except in the rare circumstance that such a decision would cause serious financial hardship to the University

5.
Use its power as a shareholder, with its endowment and other investments, to press companies to cease operating in Burma through direct shareholder dialogue and by supporting and filing shareholder resolutions that support the goal of the Burmese democracy movement of corporate withdrawal from Burma.

